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Summary - This report concerns a consultation on a planning application from 
Broadland District Council for 2 wind turbines at Weston Longville.  It is 
recommended that no objections to the proposal are raised from Breckland Council. 
 

 
 
1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
The application seeks full planning permission for the erection of two wind turbines 
with tip heights of 125m, with accompanying 80m meteorological mast, altered 
access, temporary construction compound and associated infrastructure on the 
former airfield, Airfield Lane, Weston Longville.  The site forms part of the former 
Airfield and lies some 500m approximately from the nearest edge of the Breckland 
District. 
 
2.  KEY DECISION 
This is not a key decision 
 
3.  COUNCIL PRIORITIES 
The following Council priorities are relevant to this report:  

• A safe and healthy environment 

• A well planned place to live and work 
 
4.  CONSULTATIONS 
 
Environmental Health Officer - No objection subject to conditions.     
 
Tree and Countryside Officer - No objection. 
 
5.  POLICY 
 

Renewable Energy proposals such as this are specifically covered in PPS22: 
Renewable Energy and its companion guide.  There also other national planning 
guidance documents which are specifically relevant namely PPS1: Sustainable 
Development, PPS7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas, PPS24: Planning 
and Noise & PPS9: Biodiversity & Geological Conservation. 
 

 



6.  ASSESSMENT 
 

It is evident that both national and local planning policy is generally supportive of 
all renewable energy proposals, and they should be encouraged unless there are 
specific concerns relating to a proposal, for example visual harm.  The following 
is an assessment of the specifics of this proposal in terms of the impact upon 
Breckland residents: 
 
 
Impact upon the character and appearance of the countryside 
 
In a document entitled "Wind Turbine Development: Landscape Assessment, 
Evaluation and Assessment" co-commissioned between Breckland Council and 
King's Lynn and West Norfolk Council it is acknowledged that the application site 
lies within an area with moderate/good potential for wind based development (on 
the assumption of a 78m hub height) as illustrated within plan extract figure 3.2 of 
the aforementioned document.  On this basis it is considered that the erection of 
two wind turbines as submitted would not significantly compromise the rural 
landscape. 
 
 
Impact upon residential amenity 
 
The Council's Environmental Health Officer has assessed the proposal with 
regard to amenity eg noise, shadow flicker etc and also discussed the matter with 
the Environmental Health Department at Broadland District Council and 
consequently they have concluded that they have no objection on residential 
amenity grounds subject to conditions. 
 
Transport and Traffic 
 
Broadland District Council have consulted the requisite Highway Authority and as 
such we are satisfied that provided their view is fully considered then highway 
safety has been adequately assessed. 
 
 

7.  RECOMMENDATION 
 
In conclusion, it is considered that the proposal would not significantly compromise 
any residents within the Breckland District and as such it is recommended that no 
objections are made. 
 


